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same time, it would be no more than an act of strict justice to 
them. This subject rises in importance just in proportion to the 
encroachments of the whites upon their territory, and the con- 
sequent danger of a general Indian war. 

I would also respectfully suggest as an additional means of 
bringing the Indians, upon the Pacific Coast into social rela- 
tions with our government and people that the plans as inti- 
mated to me by my friend, the Hon. Jacob Thompson, Secretary 
of the Interior, be carried out to wit. That one or more of the 
Chiefs and Headmen of each of the tribes in this territory be 
invited by the President to visit the National Capitol, for the 
purpose of seeing and having a talk with the authorities and 
that they be returned to their respective homes by the overland 
route thereby exhibiting to them their utter inability to make 
war upon our government and thus more eflfectually to awe 
them into peace and quietness. 

In conclusion I beg leave to call your Excellency's attention to 
the report of the citizens' meeting at Port Townsend, presided 
over by the Hon. F. A. Chenoweth, U. S. District Judge and 
attended by the U. S. District Attorney and numerous other 
citizens, also to the petition of the citizens of Whidby's Island 
herewith enclosed. 

I would also call your attention to the communication of Gov- 
ernor James Douglas of Vancouver's Island, a copy of which is 
transmitted herewith. I have the honor to be 

Your Excellency's Obt. Servt. 

(Signed) FAYETTE McMULLIN, 

Governor of Washington Territory. 



INDIAN DANGERS AT WHATCOM. 



Bell. Bay, W. T., Apl. 5th, '57. 
Gov. I. I. Stevens, Olympia. 

Sir : I am requested by the citizens of Whatcom, to write you 
in regard to their unprotected st^te and beg that you will send 
them powder, lead and caps, to defend themselves against the in- 
cursions of the northern Indians. 

Some tirrie last week a band of these savages landed on my 
place and proceeded on foot to the town of Whatcom and broke 
into a house of one of the citizens and stole blankets, etc., and 
made good their retreat without waking a single man in the 
town — save the one whose house they plundered. It seems that 
this man imagined that he was surrounded and was afraid to 
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give the alarm, and they made him accompany them to their 
canoe, and he did not give the information until the following 
morning. I never heard of, such a case of cowardice in my life. 
The Indians informed him that they came to survey the prem- 
ises, in order to be able to take everything here and kill every- 
body, as soon as they were reinforced by their people. They had 
been up and inspected the Mill Post, etc., and have promised to 
kill Capt. Pickett, Capt. Peabody and myself certainly, and 
many others, who resisted them, when they came for plunder. 
It is most unpleasant, as well as rriost dangerous, to remain here. 
The citizens are all wrangling among themselves, and there is 
so much ill feeling existing that many intend leaving — if the 
Hancock does not make her appearance very shortly — as they 
have no confidence in one another. The "Massachusetts" to my 
surprise has left us, at the very time of all others that they 
should have remained with us, after having contributed no little 
towards making the savages more hostile. She makes an in- 
glorious retreat when the winter has broken up, and we expect 
them in large numbers. But I am so disgusted with her actions 
that I shall say no more on this subject at present. 

There should be some means taken to get a steamer to cruise 
at the lower end of the Sound and that speedily too, or we will 
all be obliged to leave here. 

A Victoria. Indian, who has a Lumma wife, has just arrived, 
with Capt. Wm. Webster, and informs us that they met about 
six miles this side of Victoria, the canoes of Stickenes, Hyders 
and Bella Bellas, numbering in all some 400 or 450 men — only 
two women amongst them — all painted and armed. They had 
just come down from the North. This goes to show that they 
will arrive in force, much earlier than we expected them, and we 
may any night expect an attack. If such a thing should happen, 
we will all be killed, as we can expect no assistance from the 
Mill Post, they having as much as they can do to protect their 
premises, their pickets not being finished and many of the sol- 
diers being in irons in the guard house. We have formed into a 
volunteer company here, for general protection and safety; but it- 
seems to have done little or no good, on account of a spirit of 
unity. 

I am building a block house at my place for safety and pro- 
tection of my property, as the block house at the Mill is too 
far off for us to retreat to in case of an attack. When that is 
finished, I shall feel easier, as I hope to be able to hold it with 
my ten men. If the savages come before that time, we will be 
badly off to take to the brush. If I had one big gun, I should feel 
no uneasiness about the matter as it would give confidence to 
my men, and they would not desert me, as they talk of doing. 
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I cannot tell you how unpleasant my situation is — the citizens 
have taken a stampede and it is almost impossible to give them 
any confidence. Besides, they have good grounds for their be- 
lief. I think it is very dangerous myself, to remain and I shall 
not stay unless the Hancock or some other steamer comes and 
cruises at the lower end of the Sound. If they should go to 
Seattle, as the Massachusetts did and stay there all the time, 
there would not be a man left in the county. They only remain 
now waiting for the arrival of a steamer, and trusting to Provi- 
dence not to be murdered in the meantime. 

The information in regard to the canoes can be relied on, not 
as coming from Webster (for he never was known to' tell the 
truth) but from the Indian Frazer, whom I know well and would 
believe, in a matter of this kind, as soon as a white man. He has 
also told all of his tillicums here and put them on their guard. 
My Indians are terribly alarmed. 

By the way, Webster laid down in the canoe and Frazer cov- 
ered him with mats so that they could not see him — he did not 
move his head until he had passed them some distance. 

I hope to have a little better organization amongst the citizens 
before long. If we had some powder, lead and caps and one 
big gun in my block house (there being one already in the sta- 
tion), it would tend very much to restore confidence. Very resp. 

Your Obt. servant, 

(Sgd.) F. C. FITZHUGH. 

Fourteen canoes were seen going into the cove 6 miles from 
Victoria, about 450 Stickenes and Hyders painted and equipped 
for war. Four large canoes yesterday on Lopez Island. One 
canoe, supposed to contain 80 men were in to look after us last 
night (7th) retired after being fired into. They are all around us 
and gathering nearer every day. FITZHUGH. 



Two Documents About Chief Leschi. 

Governor McMullin was evidently desirous that justice should 
not miscarry if he could prevent it so he wrote this letter early 
in the morning. 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE, W. T., 
Olympia, January 22nd, 1858. yi past 2 A. M. 

Lieut. Col. Silas Casey, Comm'd'g, Fort Steilacoom. 

Sir: I am just in receipt of a communication by express from 
the Sheriff of Pierce County informing me that he called upon you 
last evening, and requested you to furnish him today with suffi- 



